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U.S. District Court Chief Judge Frances Tydingco-Gatewood gave parties more time to file additional
information in the case involving the federal government's nearly 100 percent denial of foreign skilled worker
visas for Guam.
In a joint response to the judge's Oct. 30 order to suggest hearing dates, the parties on proposed Jan. 11, Jan.
12, March 1 and March 2.
The plaintiffs in the case include the Guam Contractors Association and 11 businesses that have used laborers
under the federal government's H-2B visa program.
They sued in 2016 after federal immigration officials started denying nearly all requests for the use of temporary
skilled foreign labor under the program.
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READ MORE:
Calvo: Trump says H-2B issue will be resolved

(http://www.guampdn.com/story/news/2017/11/04/calvo-trump-says-h-2-b-issueresolved/832111001/)
Secretary of Defense supports more H-2B workers for Guam

(http://www.guampdn.com/story/news/2017/10/31/secretary-defense-supportsmore-h-2-b-workers-guam/812210001/)
The plaintiffs have accused federal immigration officials of improperly changing the visa program, but the federal government has argued Guam
businesses have long abused the program, which is intended only for temporary labor.
The number of H-2B workers on Guam has dwindled, from more than 1,000 in recent years, to fewer than 50. Businesses have said the lack of the
temporary foreign work force makes it difficult to take on any new construction projects, for the military buildup or otherwise.
The plaintiffs have asked the court for a temporary injunction, forcing the federal government to approve the visa requests, but Magistrate Judge Joaquin
Manibusan has recommended that the chief judge reject that request because he believes the plaintiffs are unlikely to win their case.
Tydingco-Gatewood has said she believes additional briefing with respect to seven questions may be useful, but the parties asked for more time to
provide information. The chief judge cancelled a Nov. 2 deadline to provide supplemental briefs, as well as the Nov. 9 hearing on objections to
Manibusan's report.
Gov. Eddie Calvo said President Donald Trump last weekend assured him Guam's problem in getting H-2B visas approved will be resolved. Calvo said
he talked to the president at a U.S. Pacific Command event in Hawaii.
Calvo earlier this year withdrew his support for the pending military buildup, citing the unresolved visa issue.
Reporter Haidee Eugenio covers Guam's Catholic church issues, education, business and more. Follow her on Twitter @haidee_eugenio
(https://twitter.com/haidee_eugenio). Follow Pacific Daily News on Facebook/GuamPDN (http://www.facebook.com.guampdn/) and Instagram @gua
(http://instagram.com/GuamPDN)mpdn (http://instagram.com/GuamPDN).
READ MORE:
Judge asks for more information in labor visa case

(http://www.guampdn.com/story/news/2017/10/26/judge-asks-more-informationlabor-visa-case/797666001/)
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Calvo: Construction costs up, nearly 200,000 airline seats lost

(http://www.guampdn.com/story/news/2017/09/22/calvo-construction-costs-upnearly-200-000-airline-seats-lost/684114001/)
Gov. Calvo to US: Stop and re-evaluate military buildup

(http://www.guampdn.com/story/news/2017/09/29/gov-calvo-us-stop-and-reevaluate-military-buildup/715540001/)

Read or Share this story: http://www.guampdn.com/story/news/2017/11/06/hearing-h-2-b-case-likely-early-2018/816013001/

2 of 2

11/6/2017, 4:57 PM

