18 I FGHUM " Opinions, everyone has one — as do we. Our leaders, average joes, business owners and comm
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unity partners all mixed in with a splash of our own perspective. Email editor@postguam.com and get Posted.

111} ONLINE READER

r

Do you favor Bill 318 that

requires village municipal

planning council approval
before a project can be
approved by the Guam
Land Use Commission?

Yes.
No.
| don’t know.

e B

Scan this code and visit our E.
homepage to vote.

 Re:Thereisno future
inthepast
06132016

Mathew M. Philips:

Guam is a winner. Lots of differ-
ent people marrying different kinds
of people, producing bright and

Responses from our readers. What do you have to say?

someone political? Just wonder-
ing, normally somebody would

@ EDITORIAL |

Feds must fix worker visa slowdown

The federal government must
resolve the H-2B visa problem. The
U.S. government has long recog-
nized Guam's reliance on foreign

labor, particularly in the construction

industry. In fact, the federal govern-
ment began that reliance as the most
practical way to get its military facil-
ities built in the Cold War era. But
the current snafu and the potential
negative impact on the Guam econ-
omy appears to be one more instance
of the federal government's apparent

' inability to deal with Guamin a consis-

tent manner that recognizes Guam's
unique circumstances, its needs and
what it can offer.

We support the government's
efforts to enforce rules and regula-
tions to ensure foreign workers are not
exploited or abused. We also support

and encourage the Department of
Labor efforts to ensure that employers
are following the rules so that consci-
entious, law-abiding employers do not
lose out to competitors who are less
scrupulous.

It is-important, and required, that
local workers be hired first, and train-
ing programs have been initiated to
provide the opportunity for work-
ers who are members of the Guam
community to take part in, and bene-
fit from, the island's growth. But Guam
has a limited population and is several
thousands of miles away from U.S.
population centers. Asaresult, foreign
workers have become an integral part
of Guam's development. Guam has
been exempted from the national cap
on H-2 visas - an acknowledgement
of its unique labor reality. But that

exemption means little if all H-2 visas
are denied.
The sudden foreign worker visa

stoppage is impacting the island's

health care industry as services are
curtailed because Guam does not
have enough nurses, and it is threat-
ening its construction industry as
contractors looking to secure some
of the anticipated boom in military
construction contracts will not have
enough workers for the projects.

The current problem is not, we are
told, the result of any change in policy
or regulation, but a change in person-
nel. The new personnel, apparently,
have not been able, or perhaps willing,
to recognize Guam'’s unique needs,
and the impact that their decisions
have on a territory one-third of the
globe away.

Re: Bicyclist's condition
remains unchanged
06.13.2016

John Valencia:
So is the driver related to
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